Progress against the UK partnership commitment benchmarks for 2007/08

and proposed updated benchmarks for 2009/10
	Partnership commitment benchmark
	Assessment of progress (as of March 2009)

	1. Provide information on UK funds on a multi-annual basis through RGC mechanisms (including accurate, regular and punctual updating of CDC database) and disburse annually at least 85% of commitments recorded in Cambodia's Multi-annual Financing Framework.
	Achieved
DFID reports on disbursements and 3-year projections on an annual basis through RGC’s ODA database. As a result of improved information on current and future ODA, the Paris Declaration indicator measuring the overall predictability of aid to Cambodia increased from 69% to 96% between 2005 and 2007. DFID’s predictability rate is 97%. 
UK Government budget processes mean we are unable to commit funds beyond March 2011.  This will impact our ability to provide 3-year projections next year.  .

	2. Seek approval from DFID's Ministers to provide budget support and align our disbursements with the RGC’s budget cycle.
	Good progress

Ministers approved budget support in November 2007 and DFID’s 1st payment was disbursed in March 2008.

Delays in the joint budget support programme have meant we have not disbursed our second tranche as planned.  

Donors and Government have discussed prospects of aligning budget support with the budget calendar.  A workshop has been proposed for later in 2009 to agree an approach to improve predictability and alignment.  

	3. Develop a longer-term commitment to the RGC that could increase our bilateral framework, provide a greater share of our programme as budget and sector support, and clearly set out jointly agreed measures of performance. 
	Some progress
DFID announced to RGC its intention of having a 10-year Development Partnership Arrangement in May 2007.  It was decided in September 2007 to delay the process until early 2009 to take into account any impact from the 2008 elections and the formation of a new government as well as the lessons from the country programme evaluation undertaken in December 2008. Progress to date include:
· commitment to providing aid to Cambodia until 2013 with the new 5-year health programme;  
· increase in DFID’s aid to Cambodia from £16m in 2007/8 to £22m by 2010/11; further increases beyond 2011 not expected;
· 8% of our aid provided as budget support in 2008;
· jointly agreed measures of performance established at the sector and programme level rather than at the level of a Development Partnership Arrangement.

	4. Work with RGC and partners to develop an ambitious and fully coordinated plan to strengthen health systems and outcomes, and improve the effectiveness of donor support.
	Good progress
DFID contribution of £35m to the new five year multi-donor health sector support programme was approved in December 2008. The partnership arrangement between RGC and development partners (World Bank, Agence Francaise de Developpement, Ausaid, Belgium Technical Cooperation, DFID, UNFPA and UNICEF) will advance aid harmonization through the pooling of funds (managed by the World Bank) and use of common implementation arrangements aligned with the Ministry of Health’s annual operational plans.
We will try and increase  the number of donors pooling funds, sharing management arrangements and aligning with the national Health Strategic Plan (2008-2015). This will extend the sector wide approach in the health sector and strengthening of health systems in response to the International Health Partnership.


Proposed benchmarks for 2009-10
	Previous benchmarks
	Updated benchmarks

	1. Provide information on UK funds on a multi-annual basis through RGC mechanisms (including accurate, regular and punctual updating of CDC database) and disburse annually at least 85% of commitments recorded in Cambodia's Multi-annual Financing Framework.
	Maintain:

Provide information on UK funds on a multi-annual basis through RGC mechanisms (including accurate, regular and punctual updating of CDC database and PIP) and disburse annually at least 95% of commitments recorded in Cambodia's Multi-annual Financing Framework.

	2. Seek approval from DFID's Ministers to provide budget support and align our disbursements with the RGC’s budget cycle.
	Suggested change:
Seek approval from DFID's Ministers to continue providing budget support and take decision on alignment with the budget cycle at joint donor-government workshop.

	3. Develop a longer-term commitment to the RGC that could increase our bilateral framework, provide a greater share of our programme as budget and sector support, and clearly set out jointly agreed measures of performance. 
	Suggested change: To be confirmed after DFID Minister’s decision on future country plan in May 2009

Liaise closely with RGC on future programme and communicate Minister’s decision immediately.

	4. Work with RGC and partners to develop an ambitious and fully coordinated plan to strengthen health systems and outcomes, and improve the effectiveness of donor support.
	Suggested changes:

Work with RGC and HSSP2 partners to set up milestones for implementing HSSP2 programme through government systems by 2011 and promote greater effectiveness of all donor support through the IHP.
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