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                                                                                                                                                                    Unofficial Translation

Kingdom of Cambodia

Nation – Religion – King

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Deputy Prime Minister (Standing) Keat Chhon

First Vice Chairman of the Council for the Development of Cambodia

At the Signing Ceremony on Development Objective Grant Agreement
between

The Royal Government of Cambodia and the Government of the United States of America
Government Palace

Phnom Penh, 30 March 2016
- His Excellency William A. Heidt, the Ambassador of the United States of America to the Kingdom of Cambodia
- Her Excellency Rebecca Black, Mission Director of USAID

- Excellencies and colleagues from the Royal Government of Cambodia

- Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 

1- It is a great honor and pleasure for me today, after having received the authorization from Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN SEN, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, on behalf of the Royal Government of Cambodia, to sign with His Excellency William A. Heidt, Ambassador of the United States of America to the Kingdom of Cambodia, and Her Excellency Rebecca Black, Mission Director of USAID on two important Grant Agreements, namely: 

· The Grant Agreement for “Public Health and Education” 
· The Grant Agreement for “Agriculture and Environment”

I would also like to warmly welcome and highly appreciate the presence of representatives of Ministries and Agencies of the Royal Government of Cambodia and all distinguished guests for your participation in today’s signing ceremony. 
2- The two agreements that have been negotiated between our two Governments and presented for signing today will provide a total of 35.5 million US dollars in grant aid for the Fiscal Year 2015. This includes a contribution of 24 million US dollars for “Public Health and Education” program and 11 million US dollars for the “Agriculture and Environment” program. The main purpose of the agreements as well as the Detailed Description of program is to continue support to three priority areas of Cambodian-United States Development Cooperation, including Social sectors, Economic Growth, and Governance. These are all priority sectors outlined in the Rectangular Strategy – Phase III of the Royal Government. In this regard, and on behalf of the Royal Government, I would like to express sincere gratitude to the Government of the United States in providing development assistance that complements and contributes to the efforts of  the Royal Government in achieving the sustainable, inclusive and equitable socio-economic development of Cambodia.   
3- Taking this opportunity, on behalf of the Royal Government, I would like to express my sincere appreciation and thanks to the Royal Government negotiation team led by His Excellency, Chhieng Yanara, Minister attached to the Prime Minister, and the United States negotiation team led by Her Excellency, Rebecca Black, Mission director of USAID Cambodia. Their open and transparent discussion conducted in a spirit of mutual understanding has ensured a successful and mutually satisfactory conclusion to the negotiation. Moreover, I am very pleased to see a strong commitment from both parties by reflecting some key principles in the agreements that will help strengthening partnership in development cooperation between the government of both countries and enhancing ownership and leadership of the Royal Government.  This will also ensure compliance with global principles on development effectiveness and the existing laws and regulations of the Kingdom of Cambodia. 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

4- On behalf of the Royal Government, I have prioritized the strengthening of our partnership with the United States of America in both public and private sector to mobilize resources to support socio-economic development in Cambodia. In particular, on the 4th of October 1995, I signed with His Excellency Warren Christopher, US State Secretary for Foreign Affairs, an Overseas Private Investment Cooperation (OPIC) Agreement in order to attract and encourage U.S. investors to Cambodia. Moreover, since the beginning of the millennium, I have negotiated with successive Mission Directors of USAID, both in Phnom Penh and the head office in Washington D.C, to strengthen development cooperation between the governments of both countries and to mobilize public resources. The Government of the United States therefore continues to play a very important role in the development process in Cambodia based on the long-time relationship we have established. For instance, the United States not only participated in the International Conference on the Reconstruction of Cambodia (ICORC 1994-1995), Consultative Group Meeting (CG Meeting 1996-2006), and the Cambodia Development Cooperation Forum (CDCF) since 2007 but also, worked as the lead-development partner coordinator in several Technical Working Groups (TWGs). In addition, in October 5th 2006, the United States was one of the signatories among 14 development partners that co-signed the Royal Government’s  Declaration on Enhancing Aid Effectiveness in the framework of Paris Declaration. Furthermore, since the beginning of his diplomatic mission as the Ambassador of the United of States to Cambodia, H.E. William A. Heidt has always thought about innovations and measures to strengthen partnership and cooperation both in public and private sector. Likewise, today’s agreements that have just been signed are the first fruitful outcome of the diplomatic mission of H.E. William A. Heidt. 
5- According to the data recorded in the Royal Government’s ODA database system managed by the Council for the Development of Cambodia, up to the end of 2015 the Government of the United States has provided approximately 1.1 billion US dollars in grant aid. The size of this assistance does not represent the whole official development assistance from the government of the United States. In fact, the United States has provided development assistances to various international institutions and multilateral organizations. Moreover, the United States has implemented many regional programs, which have also benefited Cambodia. The regional and multilateral financial assistance has complemented the official development assistance, provided under the Cambodia-US bilateral cooperation framework. The development assistance provided by the government of United States ​has therefore strongly contributed to supporting the Royal Government’s efforts towards achieving socio-economic development goals, poverty reduction and the Cambodian Millennium Development Goals.
Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen

6- Today’s signing agreements are very likely to be my last signing on behalf of the Royal Government of Cambodia. Although there will be management changes at CDC, I still strongly believe in the capacity of this institution. I am confident that H.E. Sok Chenda Sophea and H.E. Chhieng Yanara, will continue working successfully based on the guidance and confidence of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN SEN, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia. 

7- Once again, on behalf of the Royal Government of Cambodia, I would like to express my sincere thanks to His Excellency William A. Heidt, the Ambassador of the United States to the Kingdom of Cambodia and Her Excellency Rebecca Black, the Mission Director of USAID for signing these two Agreements. I kindly request His Excellency to convey the gratitude of the Royal Government of Cambodia to the Government of the United States of America for providing this significant development assistance. The Royal Government of Cambodia firmly believes that the grant aid under these two agreements, together with partnership between both countries, will continue supporting the Royal Government toward achieving its goals as outlined in the Rectangular Strategy – Phase III and National Strategic Development Plan as well as the new 2030 Agenda on the Sustainable Development Goals which was supported by Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN SEN, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia in the United National General Assembly meeting on 25-27 September 2015 in New York. Finally, on the occasion of Khmer New Year which will be in the next two weeks, I would like to wish H.E. William A. Heidt, the Ambassador of the United States and Her Excellency as well as children, Her Excellency Rebecca Black, the USAID Mission Director and family members as well as officers of the United State Embassy and USAID to be healthy, happy and successful in their diplomatic mission in the Kingdom of Cambodia. 
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