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Press Statement
On the Occasion of Annual Monitoring Report for the Period 2014-2015                                                         on the Implementation of the Joint European Development Strategy for 
Cambodia 2014-2018
 Government Palace, 28 April 2016

On Thursday 28th April 2016 at the Government Palace, the Council for the Development of Cambodia held the Consultation Meeting between the Royal Government of Cambodia and the European partners on the Annual Monitoring Report for the Period 2014-2015 on the Implementation of the Joint European Development Strategy for Cambodia 2014-2018. Excellencies, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen from ministries and government agencies and colleagues from European Union and European partners have participated in this consultation meeting. 
The main purpose of the meeting was to review the First Annual Monitoring Report on the Implementation of the Joint European Development Strategy for Cambodia 2014-2018. The Consultation Meeting focused on the five priority areas covered by the Joint Strategy that include: i) Governance, ii) the Agriculture sector and Rural Development, iii) Development of physical infrastructure, iv) Private sector development and employment generation, and v) Capacity building and human resource development. 
Overall, the Annual Monitoring Report is well-structured, short, and to the point. The report tracks progress in priority areas where European partners provide support and highlights results based on the Rectangular Strategy-Phase 3 objectives. Together with its conclusions and recommendations, the report provides a basis for joint analysis of progress in key development areas, which will be a useful guideline for enhancing the ability of the Royal Government of Cambodia and other stakeholders to promote the development of Cambodia in an effective and efficient way.
The European Joint Development Strategy 2014-2018 was launched in November 2014. This Joint Strategy is fully aligned with the Rectangular Strategy – Phase III for Growth, Employment, Equity and Efficiency and the NSDP, which are both central to the implementation plan. Also, the European Joint Strategy greatly demonstrates and strengthens the government ownership and leadership in development in accordance with established development effectiveness principles. The Joint Strategy makes an important contribution to national development by building on the collective learning and experience of each individual European partner, which ensures effectiveness and harmonization by focusing on maximizing the individual contribution of each European partner while also promoting a coherent response to Cambodia’s development challenges.
The value of the Joint European Strategy is that it makes the dialogue and communication with the Government, civil society and other development partners easier. This strategy makes better use of their cumulative analytic, representative and programming resources to raise the visibility of the European partners and their like-minded priorities in Cambodia. The European partners are collectively the largest grant providers in Cambodia. According to the data recorded in ODA database system, up to the end of 2015, the European partners (European Union and Switzerland) have provided development assistance approximately USD 3.5 billion dollars. The development assistance provided by European partners has therefore strongly contributed to supporting the Royal Government’s efforts toward achieving socio-economic development goals, poverty reduction, and CMDGs.
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